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Prill"!- Pomulato General, 
Monrovia, 5lh July, 1913, 


: 


fay log to fcjr d«8catch ?io,10 of tno 71 Peb- 
ru i last, reporting an outbreak aaong the SROO 
tribe »t Pock Cess, vhich renultad in soaevhat heavy 
f igf-• considerable loss of life, I have no* 

3 honour to inf ora you that intelligence reached 
Monrovia y .'ay of the renewal of active hoslilx- 
tieo. 

'inc t: a .to o • y p.- vj.-uc c"e . r.tch :por. tiiia 
subject, altiiOU.il quiet haa been score or less nain- 
tuxne. . no aeriova attempt >tppear3 to have been nade 
to arrive at an adjoetoent of . -.if roes exist- 

in.: hotvoi n the Gov-nfntiont and the Knot peopl* , which 
I have already described in r.y previous uenpatch, 

conseque 1.1:; ptn cc has never t en fu v restored, 

% 

On the i of the 88th or :9th of Juno, there¬ 
fore, the outposts of the I.ibarian Pro 1 r ”ce at 
River Cos a — *soc ton Li It f-*on. t i .scene of the 
Februar itl rbancea —vere suddenly attaoked by 
a la] -of '-'HOGS eatinat t. over 380, *ho 

cane in canoes by sea froc Rock Cons. They inned- 
iatuly or*no I fire u* on th<* Govorninni troops, *ho 
foil back in disorder upon the town so closely pur¬ 
sue that x: H o confusion and under cover of the 

(iarkness 
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darkness t; ; coLl»«r. o t o fttaclio*’ f-rca wore 
enabled to enter the torn, fire the officers' 
quarter ••, i do corm -?rr bin n_ itional damage to 
ot < r buil in, . Th : i; ir, rtv then retired 

in good order, removing t i. rounded, but leaving 
lfi dead upon t« c. , round. casual lieu ar.ong the 

: j! ri >■ ' '•ooi'jn nr '.n otably i er concenlaC , the 
adritlot losses 1 1 led and 4 wounded: but 

this i" doubt only a nil proportion of these 
who foil. 

T>m hi ob by t e s^OOR hR3 i/en rii© to 
great anxiety as, in spite of t’e assurances of the 
Cover t t v at the utuatioo i3 well in h , and 
t t p«an life and property are secure, no con- 
fidence i felt in either the sufficiency or ennpet- 
tujcy of the Frontier Pore© to cope with any dot«r- 
nii'.ec wurli >. : uros v ioh the fPOts nay fee if’© 

to ar )p.t. Cover • -mi troop ’ thnro are loss than 

10c on t • o t, end i lor, tiro mt n-»cwearily 
olapno before t rap car to roim rcn. , tt c batarce 
o tv a front i r ore '--in >c t tor of over t « country 
whorrin , ri t‘ • ?* my o or nor upon us . coiwnun- 
ication ir exceedingly i it. 

71 • "or :l irpr . . io?! ,;.on,; Libori .ns is that 

the r'OC" ! ’o r.t term tin t • sola© the Covrrr ant 

lfaga;o t River Ceor, and loot the nrns and aicun- 
ilior; but *• is view ir. not 3h-.ro;: by uorfions by whom 
t’ey re 11 to own, vho v. ort t- at if to mu'ben 
oi t; o atmol ing force be accurately otrtH 5 t> ey 

wou Id 
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foul h vo experienced but little difficulty in 
possee3i V ■ lelvss of t » nsenzinns and of all I 

they contained. 

■ I 

shoal of claims aria in out of occurrent. , an 
eventuality hich they woult ' .loro the :..t*rc having 
repore to the fact t t the o so recently brought 
against thorn by the German merchants of Hock Cess 




are dill at a oonsi 1 r *Mo i’tar.oe frot -ny 
prospect of payee'it. 


Thera are no Brili h subjects, ao far as I an 
atrare, r-*.i inf or trading in er >oar the scone of 
the pro- t outbr-r . 




, 


I have the honour to be* 

A Lit L ry i: 11 rj ■ t ■ u , 
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3 ritich Consulate General, 

Monrovia, 18th June, 1? . 
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ir:- 

Tn - ] to your d ipatch ■>. :> (" ”'•<>/1 ) of 

thfi mh ultimo, role tin.: to the qua ’lion of the 
rirht of search by His Ha;)enty'r on of ' iberian 
ya a no].-’ nut’T'Ptftf of t] 'V t *o<? ir mortlined by 
the provisions of the Angln-liberian Treaty of 1B48 
o - in - cy viows a.? to t o tr’ficacy of such n 
>coo 1 , ! nvo the - oir to inform you that, 
nr 1 xpr-.r-tor in mu* H understood« end with 
the exception of the ^unborn^* * no* practically 
mole®?, V '■ I ih'-ri’ n HerubMc does not ponpona any 

1 ind or description what¬ 

soever if I eic a fo* snail surf-1 * in which, 
on rnro oco'-’ion.i, short ooastinp voyarts are Bide 
from port t port. 

T rrr of opinion that not the Tallent useful 
v- "pme vouli ervei by : ■ •rc v in.T t mo c-nft 
which, T an convinced, it would be 1 jeeible to 
convict ' o ’ lnv>‘ trndi-s to ■*- x oh the comnder 
of Hi ’ *« Ship •"wnrf* ban devoted 90 -uch 

at’ * ti or, 

tn r y v;.o». fv reel off ' r *. nro tie nn'torc 
of the stv\ll Pritish and oth ■T c rpo stairera which 
f-equeit these eonstn at fr«uuont intervals and in 

such 
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such letrurely fashion that troy appear at ticen to 
bo unprovi-1 ■■£ with any rej u\ p itinir ry or tine- 
t bln. h'ln.: 70. • ols arc ;; ;i , and I fcnlieve »ith 
ith, to stop on to Liberian coast at any point 
tiii‘> please, landing contraband n nd eirocrl in/. natives 
as thou/:;, r . lnions coaUnp nth porta of entry 
and non ports of entry were not in eiictonce. Quit# 
within the 1, at few days tro raster of one of the 
British and A:Tica Steamship Coop:.ny'u c 3tensers 
who, non*' tine ago, was fined Throe hundred pounds 
for . my, liti, on tit is coast, stated op«nly, and in 
t.y nesrin, . t t or. ti • vo/t.»:u \ t-on which he »ao 
twt- ctic 1 iiv finai he u 4 a hj OL.t* ling ov r arid 
above the ri our.t. o his penalty Two l.ui.dro; and forty 
pounds, m nd attest ( .■■ml curnc.ent that 
voyuges sfcercon nauters 1 id not clour "a couple of 
hundroi or so’* 0110 way or u; other were prrttj poor 
ones." or vorcs to th.?t of, ■ ct. 

It in perfectly «vu ri, t'-refore, ti ft it is 
anon/: t, e-s»‘ en that tie Kidnappers of Iritx h natives 
ehoul. be lorho. for. 

Tr e r -cruitti* nt 01 Lil ■ ri n natives for Hernando 

Ho one el -r >ro is porrectly Pigal fit in t, -j iiorders 

. 1 ■ : b] . at 11 . M f»1 5 • — j. 1 1 - 

standiru: ...ore hor ur-d in the breach t nn in the 

0 

observance — t-»tt labourers mint bo of t-.e Kroo 
or Bassa tribes and bolong to no other. The licen¬ 
sed recruiters send tiiou over it frequent intervals 

fron Mi. oe aiu. ot or s.sall Liberian ports. For 

each 
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inch 1 1 horror recruited t "eitblioan Covtrnr«nt 



1: a 60. 


receives YaalTi AiUlnss and sixpence *hevd-r.oney* 
and there, apparently, intorect in the ‘lor cease . 

?o r-v t, r ? r. to 1 rc >' T itw ri^n 

3 «rf-b;ar •: Ir It ” c-ji mo f a -r-1 coir* ’ ■ :Uon 




at tho State • irdsy, and ap r tly 






tit: ut n oci l r run for oia; so, I lad up to 

t;:o subject of Illicit recruit of British n-tives, 

and af lincuasinn it for a fhilo in general tore*, 

. 

I ashed the Secretary of 't-.to i" he thought that,in 
etna of err it nm . t*.a o*'-.rh-.'ilin.: o s surf-boats 
by ^ British n-.rftl of icer soul ! b« H »)y to pi?o 
occasion for raoarfc* Hie fxcell*noy*a reply was 
t' at he f It sure t." t i; nucb a C". JO the Siberian 
dov-irni.'nt rou te no doubt frily api -ova c* the 3tap 
taken provided there ap erred to b>« rc :cm ole 
.nroundc for then, I di r.ot ptrcuo the natter 
”■ rt! r, ■ ' ' i* t • vi. ■ ■? • i* ip rr" t ut 







if th cone rt of the xo-.n Governs; snt to 


oe*rch Ml *'i«!rt vo ol; vara f ori 'ly a iked, it vauld 
'o willioiM: ?!»<’ i-ihe?it:itir/.ly gr-te . 

t . - . I o i inn t at 

the retire, of Lib ri *n .“surf-boct* for t ie British 






victim v” illicit ncruitr t vile i-e so much 
vaste of ti- <?, 











I v* t • >v * t l , 

it • 1, ■ t ? ‘t:i . 

Mr, 

Your . o t o' r l ”t, 

» Mo or” r t 



















Brill;-'- into • ener^l, 

Ko ,So* 

Africa . 'o ” -vis, 14th Jure, lf>13. 

Confident! 1* 


I have t ; o honour lo tn t ereiith a confid* 


onttal Bnoort upon the (Virrml Situation in the Hepub 


lie of Libor lo a 3 at the or.: of i L.. 


tt »ill > > r*s - -h ir t t I only as-ured charge 


of this Conrulate General on the 10th Queer her of 
9 that year, an thir, f->c' t >e r.y exouse for the 

lateness of the Rapor X ' appearance, 

* I have the honor,- to ho 

71 th t’n hif? n.-\ r :poot, 

^ir. 

Your r oit >ho M mt, 

h” ■>! i servant, 





Hi ''a, *a Prir i -.1 
Saor t*»ry of Str'lo ’or 
?or i.;; ... ir , 

T v > ^oroirm 0-’- ic s , T 0' 'O' . 
















Enclosure, 

In Mr Maugham'S Despatch K. 3? Africa, o the 14th Juno, 1913. 


Reuort upon the General Situation in t n Republic of Liberia 
during tho yoar 1913. 


I Foreign Relations . 

TIT1! GR AT BRITAIH# Since tho decision of His P.ojesty'a Coverniaont 

to refrain froti pressing thoao schemes of reform 
# recommended to the adoption of the Government of 

Liberia which in 1"*09 aroused such a 3torn of resent¬ 
ment against ovory thing British, and follow inf: upon 
the flotation of t r a International Loan of 1; 12, the 
history of »} ich roquiro3 no recapitulation here, 
the sentiments of Liberians towards Groat Britain 
and British subjects have ndorgono a marked improv- 
enont no doubt 1 r :oly contributed to by tho contom- 
olation of t i prosent situation of the country 
a contrasted with what it night a e been under tho 

reform proposals. At the prosent time nothing could 
be pleasanter than the hart onious relations subsist¬ 
ing between the Republican Government and this Con¬ 
sulate General; nor could anvthinr exceed t e consid¬ 
eration and courtesy with which, as a whole, British 
subjects nro treated* 

Tho year 1912 appears to have contributed very 
largely to t'oje desirable conditions by producing 

few 








fat incidents of a ch 1 reel :r calculated to perpetuate 
the unhappy condition f strain »hich t e years 1009 
and 1910 saw at its height. Tho result of the 
I’en’ion of the L-*i i’l tun* rnreovor, van sin,nil rly 
barren of important o: act: irts whilst attt*: lion and 
interest wo re aroused and anticipation ' inula to.’, by 
speculation no to the tangible remits of the If 12 
loan ae likely to bo experienced by the country at 
large and by the individual, but especially by the 
latter* 

The olev lion of Mr Daniel r* Howard to tho pos¬ 
ition of President, on tie first day of tho yonr, and 
the s 'lection by hit of a fafcinat o.Jy one ccr.ber 
of which had oervoJ under pr-id ca ; :or, were inpor 
ant also as tending to remove from the ranks of the 
Executive various persons who in the p ;t had been 
oither actively or passively disposed to impair Brit¬ 
ish interests and prestige In Lii- ria. The Barclay 
Cabinet, there can be no doubt, was extret. ly anti- 
British; and this sentiment was, without question, 
greatly heir toned by th-; unfartmate attitude « h ich 
certain of ray predecessors assumed in dealing with 
the representatives of a people in vhor,,t a inestim¬ 
able quality of self-reliance not having strongly 
rooted, t o ini’tinctive de? nceo of sensitiveness, 
suspicion, and self-consoioiMnass had first to be 
tactfully ovoro y ir t- i la predecessor, "r 

Parks, undoubtedly did much to rogain the confidence 
of the fofficial as veil as D o unofficial classes so 
long alternately brow-beaten and humiliated, and with 
the action of Great Britain confined to safe-guarding 
M the interests of I nil.*, subjects rather 


than 



















* 


than to active participation in the ranagonont of 
Liberian affairs, public opinion ha3 had tine in some 
measure to heal the woundr- unnocossarily inflicted 
upon it in the unfortunate pfi't. 

Anglo-Liberian Boundary . It will be remembered that 
for 3 oi: a years pant negotiations have bo n in progress 
relative to the adjustment of thin frontier of which 
a considerable distance still remains to bo completed. 
Tho intolerable conditions in which the Boundary Com¬ 
mission endeavoured in 191: to prosecute their labours, 
complicated an they worn by t>o active interference 
ond opposition of the now notorious ox-Colonol Lomax 
and ex-Oomnia ioner Cooper resulted, as might easily 
have been foreseen, in the fruition expenditure of 

much time, effort, and pationco, Thin unhappy state 

* 

of affairs continued up to tho pr sort year, an 
attempt to r nine dnr creation work in February P13 
b ing for a long time completely frustrated by tho 
unauthorised intermeddling of another official named 
•Br* APAIYOM COH, as r ported by mo In ay r. a* 1 patch 
No,2? Africa of the T14th “ay last* It in now hoped, 
however, that with the removal of this man, which 
tho President haa undertaken to efr ict, t> o lest 
hindernnoe to tho eompl 'tion o*’ the Anglo-T.ih rinn 
boundary deli itation wi-11 h'-ve boon finally removed. 

Tho causes which havo given rise to the persist¬ 
ent obstacles place- 1 in tno path of the Pelinitation 
Commission are many and complex but, taken as a whole, 

I consider they are largely if not chiefly attribut¬ 
able (l) to tho surprisingly inconsistent and haphaz¬ 
ard nannor in which the ad inirtration of tho country 

h-doHwt flora*otUen^SWOf 1 1^ 1*0° tfre® more 

constantly 
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constantly conspiring to defeit the objects of the 
Government when those are concoi/o with a view to 
improving the relations existing between it and 
Europeans as a whole. It would seen no doubt hard 
to believe that tho supposition is voiced in Liberia 
that by establishinf; a boundary dividing it from tho 
colony of Sierra Lnono, the British Government are 
merely desirous of fixing a given point to bo used 
as a future *jumping-off ground* for the formulation 
of future 'or.ands of an encroaching character, and 
that a greater measure of aafoty for tho Republic is 
to be found in leaving indefinite tho exact line of 
frontier; but I speak from personal knowledge when I 
nay that such suspicions are freely exchanged, and 
not by tho irresponsible ■outsider*, but by men of 
experience and not unimportant official position. 

There is every reason to hope, however,thtt 
the delimitation work now proceeding will shortly 
reach a successful conclusion. 

Clai: s. On assuming office at this Consulate General 
in hooaober last I eas directed to undertake tho col¬ 
lection of tho followin claims from tho Government 
of the Liberian Republic: 

(1) Pirnoll. A.". This was a claim brought 
against tho Liberian Government for a sum of 
£76:13:4, representing wages due to the claimant 
Aft r none pro'sure the balance duo wn3 paid to 
ne, and forwarded to the Foreign Office under 
cover of my despatch Ho,8 Africa, of tho 3rd 
February. 

(2) Ret tin.n and Goodoor.al. This was a claim 

for 










for a sum of £435 brought by t»o British In'ian 
subjects again.tt tiiia Covorni ant on tho allegation 
t at they imported rood; for sale to the value 
named, and that, on arriving at a certain local¬ 
ity in tha far interior, they wore robbed of all 
thoir uossusoiona and papers by ox-Colonol Lomax. 
On enquiring at tho cuBtoE3 post at which the 
valu their stock-in-trade wan 'eclirod, it 
uia found t‘ at tho roods for which entries wore 
passed snounted only to £7:12:0, Theaa facts 
wore placed by no bo fore t. o Foreign Office in 
my dospatch No.6 Africa of tio 1st February last, 
since whan nothing further has boon heord of tho 
matter, 

(3) David Attia . "his claim, for upwards of 

* 

£10,000. was brought by r Attia in rospect to 

certain illegalities and irregularities r olio- 

* 

ed by t- s Liberian Court:;, as a result of which 
ho was 3aid to have been forced to hand over his 
business and a large stock of goods to certain 
persons who wore not entitled to receive then. 

The question of this claim had teen pending 
for several years, partly due to the dilatoriness 
of the Liberi n Government, and pertly oving to 
the appointment of two Liberians to sit upon 
tho Cor mission of throe nominated, it was said, 
in pursuance of my predecessor Conn l- onernl 
Baldwin's directions for t o purpose of examin¬ 
ing the v try voluminous document ry evidence. 

.'our. after ny arrival, however, T went into 
the natter and reconstituted tho Commission which. 

after 







after eight sittings awarded tho claimant 

£1,135. 

Thera are no further claims ponding of which I 
have any knowledge, 

*'03sp3 frevor ppy^ era Proposed Cono saion . uring 
the year l 1 a proposal was made by Messrs Lover 
Prothern, Limited, of Port Sunlight, Cheshire, to 
f ft; a subsidiary company wit a minimum capital of 
£200,000 for V roll owing purposes among ot era: 

To establish in Linorin an oil factory with a capacity 
to treat at least 4,000 tons o? fresh oil palm fruit 
a year; to exploit and create palm forests and ot.or 
oil-bearing trees fid shrubs; to chooao, within ten 
years i? desired, a maximum of 6,000 square miles of 
territory at stipulated rentals for the furtherance 
of these objects: to obtain for n period of 999 years 
leases of certain plots of land at Monrovia, Pipe 
Palmas and elsewhere, and to receive facilities for 
trsdinr with the natives and many other advantages. 

It was u erstood t n at these proposals had the 
support of the Liberian Legation in London and, in 
P C‘*mb>'r 1912. the Liberian Minister, Monsieur 
Cronrelin,visited the Republic andit is said, did hie 
best to carry Messrs Lever's proposals into effect, 

Py the sal o steamer there al io arrived a Mr T,M.Rowell 
an official representative of tho interested firm, who 
was also instructed to use his utmost endeavours in 
the sane direction. 

Immediately u on the Pacts iscoring locally known, 
the strongest possible protects were lodged by tho 
German oonnul, and the French vice-consul, and every 

po Bible 










po - ihla step 1 hen by the * ip-nnr , on instructions 
from T irlin, an' by the several local German firms, 
to all of whom the Liberi’n Government owed comidor- 
able sums of money,to frustrate Messrs Lever‘d scheme 
end to in r ita rejection at the handa of the Legis¬ 
lature, It this t!ey undoubtedly sucoaeded, ; ith 
the result that,' on the 87th Poceijbor, 1 1 , Messrs 
Lever Prot- j rs' representative was duly informed 
that Mr firm's proposals wore unaccoptablo-, Ur 
Rowell care an.) consulted no privately upon the matter 
and afterwards, with the concurrence or* hir princi¬ 
pals, made certain amended auft ostions with a view to 
the drawing up of a «av aireonont for the consider¬ 
ation of the 1913-1914 Session of the Legislature. 
Several conferoreos ensued between Mr Rowell end a 
committee of ministers appointed for tho purpose 
whereat Messrs Lever Brothers’ original proposals 
were modified, and there for the present tho matter 
r * ; . Full particulara of the amendments arrived 
nt were tronsmittc! by re to the Foreign Office in 
my despatch Ho. 2 Commercial of the 7th February last. 

The reasonn which rctuated tho German colony in 
the hostile ttitude towards .Messrs Levor'r desired 
concession are not difficult to understand. A not 
unnatural fear that the in onso influence wielded by 
this wealthy organisation would close t^e richor areas 
to teutonic ax lottation added itself to tho di taste 
which they felt for so formidable an accession to 
British capital and commercial pr itige in the country 
They saw a strong prospect, in the trading facili¬ 
ties which the Br'ti^h firm so injudiciously demanded, 
of their own comparatively sr.oil and unimportant 
■factories' 1 being quickly put out of business and, 

laat 
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last but not le at, the more important firms -— Herr 
A. ffoermann, flechers & Holm, and others, with their 
powerful supporters in Hamburg. 3aw gradually receding 
farther and farther into the realm of the improbable 
their still secretly cherished schemes of German rail¬ 
way development in Liberia. 

The French opposition baaed itself entirely 
upon alienations of the violation of existing treaty 
rights. 

Aa it stood I consider that the form of Agree¬ 
ment submitt ed b,> .'.eaara Lover Brothers » without any 
protest from Gorman, French or my other sources, was 
framed in a manner which mado rejection certain. 

Ther*^selection of a ropreaentative, moreover, was 
most unfortunate, whilst the privileges which they 
blithelydemndod, and the facilities to which they 
appeared to look almost as a right were of a charac¬ 
ter fiiich. no person acquainted with ti e peculiarities 
and intricacies of the Liberian character would have 
placed b fore the Legislature in ao brutally undis¬ 
guised a form. In any case [ think, properly under¬ 
taken. th>*re may po aibly pq tone chance.of the scheme 
obtaining at least a hearing at tho hse »mbor Session 
of the Lopulatura. Fuch will obviously depond upon 
the scope of the final modific itions ma :e, aa also 
upon they'-*04>48ito of Lie G- reins who, need leas to say, 
are still united against it in ar. attitude of the 
strongest objoetion. 

MTH FRAHCS. During If) 12 but littlo occurred as between the 
Republics of Francs and Liberia of a character calcu¬ 
lated to affect the existing relations betwo-m the 







two countries. Tho year vn: r review saw the cou¬ 
plet i.m or a Pronch Tireless telegraph installation 
connecting this city with Dakar and Cape Blanco, while 
a deop sea cable was laid, I understand by a Ger an 
company enabling them to communicate with Grand Bassaa 
to the io>>th«.rd, and with Conakri to the aorta. 

ith t! ■ rectifies tion of* the Pr i neo-Libor i n 
frontier, undertaken aom three years ago, grounds 
for occasional contention have boon removed, and 
although smug; ling of arm and powder goes; on un¬ 
checked, and a vnst unestiriinted annual weight f 
rubber goes out to p y for t oni, these arc Batters 
which occur so far away in the remote interior that 
only the dir. echoes of tnem over reach the oars of 
the Indignant, helplera a,cent of the defrauded 
Liberinn Pubt or Corporation. The circumstances 
which lad to the groat prone t increase in arms 
snuggling upon the frontier in question was a sraoe- 
what short-sighted Resolution (since repealed) passed 
by the Legislature soon after President Howard's 
election, and at his request, This to -one extent 
put a stop to t uwca.an.. mle of arms and powder 
to natives in the coast ports, and placed such diffi¬ 



culties in the way coastwise contrahnnd in tneso 
coomoditif-". that would-be purchasers wore forced to 
supply their needs over the French .frontier there, 
truth to tall, they got them, it is said, infinitely 
more cheaply and of comidernbly holler quality. 

There cm bo no question that on the whole tho natives 
of Liberia are extraordinarily veil armed; there being 
in their possession large no bars of modern broech- 

loading 


( 9 ) 










loading rifles which, tnere can he no shadow of 
doubt, have cone into thoir possession from ovor the 
French boundary. 

In harmony with the i -ms or the l 'l. r ; Loan 
Agreement a Monsieur R,F«iolf, of the French Colonial 
Sorvica wb 3 appoint )' French Receiver of Lib rinn 
Customs* and posted to the district nearest to the 
French Ivory Coast which has Cape Palmas (Harper) 
for its ho ads u irtora. He will add to this district 

such stations as may m the tuturo bo opened upon the 
inland Franco-Liborion frontier. 

It wan stated some little tia» • ,.o in certain 
quarters t lat the French Government regarded the 
existing schema of financial a3' i tano* to Liberia 
as one involving practically 1 he s umption of all 
the essentials of a Unite. .Staton prot ctorate ovor 
the country and, further, that France greatly resent- 
od the intrusion of anot.er Power into the management 
of Seat African affairs, foreseeing ponble coripli- 
crtions arisin, out of boundary disputes, tariffs, 
and the like. Hothing, so far an I on glonn, is 

fttrtWwrfroa the fact. The French colonial author- 

itiea cppo-r o re,.ard tho situation with complete 

* 

equanimity anc, ;o far from coni): pi ting any addition¬ 
al absorption of Liberian t rntory, are perfectly 
satisfied, as they have ev^ry reason to be, with shot 
events in tho pant have given to then. Concluding 
a rocont onvrsntion upon the subject* the French 
vie -co :8ul in Monrovia who spo ; o with groat convio 
tion assure me that, his ;ov« rm ont wore perfectly 
satisfied *it> the axi.tting <r • ■ genant* and sav no 
reason to wish otiwr then wo11 to an oxpnrimont from 

which 
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which tiey had nothing either to gun or to lose. 
His final wordn. if not vary ole, ant. wero at all 
events expressive: "Le fait <nt, mon oher ami, et 
ontre nous soit lo dite, nous nous fichona pas mal 
do tout co true lal* 

Tho failure of the scheme for a loan of 
52,000.000 initiated by an international bankinr 



syndicate and proponed to t (rovorni ont of Liberia 
in 1 10, together with the coldness wit which thoir 
railway sche. os hove hitherto boon rtsgarded, nro 
facta which have operator during 1012 somewhat as a 
chock to uirm n ambitions, whilst the doplonble 
events which transpired as the latter year was draw- 
ing to i c)ose/kar hod tho «f J, oct of rendering most 
bitterly unpopular in Lib*Ti* both German settlors 
and Gertnn ideas. In those eireurstances the 
appointment of the Bank of British <?est Africa as 
bankers and fiscal agents to the Rocoivorahip of 
Customs, which in normal cir coast unce.t would assuredly 
have awakened the most strenuous German opposition, 
was receiver non it car o with no more serious 
t.;u i: t tion than one of at oat half-hoartod pro¬ 
test. It hod been intended, I nr. told-, with tho aid 
of !i* rr A. 'fooroann, and tiie gre t financial house of 

Warburg & Coopany of Hamburg, to establish a German 

# 

bank whose objects were n t only to not as bankers 
to the Receivership, and thus to the Government, but 
the introduction into Liberia of German gold and 
3liver coinage for the purpose as much as possible of 
displacing tho existing large British currency. To 
latter suggestion was openly r.ado at one of the early 


meetings 
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moot inf; 3 of the members of ti a Receivership by tho 
German Receiver, Harr Lange, vhose fervent advoca¬ 
cy of tho Gorman loan propon iln of 1910 will bo 
toll remembered. dorr Lange roi'iaoa toe last 
tore of blundering ineptitude* Ho is tho onfant 
terriclo of ti.o Receivership, ane la at present .much 
to their relief, on loavo of baenoe in urope. 

In liov noer la at oxig* oratod abatements were 
cabled to Germany oy tho traders of that nationality 
engaged in tho vicinity of the River Oess of tho 
threatening attitude of the na.ivea of that dittrlct, 
and soon after* a rd a trie gunboat * Panther* arrived* 

In tho evening of tne cay o. her arrival tho comman¬ 
der * accompanied by Herr Lange then acting aa Gorman 
Consul* callou upon the pr ;si ient, and handed him 
»hat hHK t- -n cor or lb td aa a rout ci ;csourtoou; 
despatch demrndlng tne puni ni *mt within 24 hours 
of tho Hivor Cons rebel , intimating that other- 
li.ie tho communder of tno ’Pantuar" reserved the right 
to tape each notion aa co. j nnuod i ilf to him* 
thenceforward * as reported by me to tho Foreign Offi 
from lime to time,the Liberian Government were sub¬ 
jected to much huciiU tion, and finally claims were 
received from tno River Cess factors demanding com¬ 
pensation for i.ne plunder and destruction of thoir 
establishment.? by tno natives, Tnose claims amount 
ed finally to nearly f.lR,GO0, and an international 
commie cion ma appointed to ox i.me> thee* After 
visiting the scene of the unr »ut, and holding a 
nu bor o: sittings, tnic body rouucud tne do mds of 
tho factor:', from tno amount stated to * 1,041, which 

the 
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t n Libiriar Government aigi ii’ied t*i ir »iinrgness 
to pay. -over*! of the claims wer-* reduc-d on exam¬ 
ination to t. extent of seventy and eighty par cent, 
lat one for upward! of t'I , 00 was dins 11 owed alto- 
■ither, via which auf. i iontlj emonUrate the 
extraor i inary, and apparently d »liberate, x«ut of 
aoour ;cy ob :orved in t.oir preparation. 

In Peoerber last complaints wort made to the 
Libnri ji Government of dinre p ct to a Gen un officor 
which was said to have occurred also at River Cons, 
and of hia arrost by the Liberian authorities# The 
German cruiser •Bremen* arriving about this time 
cedines. to exchange visits or >t r usual courtesies 
or >ven fire tee customary salute until reparation 
was done for the incident coupleinad of and clue 
apology cade. On enquiry it was found that, as 
usual, the statements made regarding the Ge 
officor'a ill-treatment had been grossly exaggerated| 
that he had not been arrested at all, and that for 
any disrespect which might navi* bean shown to him he 
was alone to blame, ho having deliberately broken the 
port regulations by insisting unon landing at a pro¬ 
hibit a hour. nevertheless the Liberian Government 

were forced im. iiitely, and without opportunity being 
aiforc oc. to undertake any prop r enquiry, to dirnins 
the Liberian o floor riMpoiuible for the r; it tor which 
gave ri e to the conplaiaL, and wore asked to give an 
undertaking that ho wou'd nover again be employed in 
tne public aerviee. This, of course, they were 
unablo to do. 

In all these circumstances, therefore, it would 

be 











be impossible to regard the relations subsisting 
between the two countries as being in ary eonse very 

cordial wine*, in addition to the foregoing facta, 

* 

numberless small matters have arisen trifling in them¬ 
selves but each tending palpably to increase the 
present t •'onion. As a fairs now stand, therefore, 

the influence o 1 '* Germany in Liberia has fallen to 
perhs s the lowest joint which it ha3 reached for 
many years. 

Of course in the past the Liberian Government 
has, without question, derived great financial 
ass intone/’- from the German firms established in 
Monrovia. Evidence of this is still to be found in 
t 5v e collection by the house of Toormanr! o 4 ’ local 
hend-aoney levied on native labour in satisfaction, 
and towards the extinction of an ancient debt. For 
this reason the Germans delude thejnselvej witji the be¬ 
lief that remembrance o’ those pant services will, in 
sore sort, remove from Liberian feelings much of tie 
sting of recent events. There was never a router 
i istshe made, Equally nth all other black races, 
the qua!it- of gratitude !<? unknown to the Liberian 
and thus, ^or r.iry years to cone, German interests 
ere do.itinoc severely to suffer in every possible 
way in which Liberian vim icliven 003 and cunning can 
make them. 

It wo’la be idle, however, to deny that com, er- 
cially the German occupies in this country a strong 
and well-founded position. 'hiring 191M, 349 vessels 
of that nationality, whoso nett tonnage auounted to 

entered and clenro ! from tl 0 port of Monrovia, 

whilst 
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0 whilst those flying th 

178 with a tonnage of 291,204* They have establidi- 
ed telegraphic communication from >Xo< n by way of Ten¬ 
or iff « to "Mr- la in tMO Cameroon. 1 ? as sell as with 
Pernambuco by direct c bis* In addition to these 
adva.it i,.;er t oy po; o j a vir less installation with 
a rant * of about 1/100 mils’. T:uiir local trading 
houses, however, are not of very striking I r ce, 

whilst it is doubtful if t‘o volume >f t oir trara- 
action.! i c gamble to t t o t i*ir ’rill h rivals, 
d fITH THB UKITRD STATES. During 1912 the influence of the United 

States of America has made itself felt in the admin- 
iatr ition and du-;tinien of Liber i in a wanner which 




ju.'t falls :thort of complete protection. This, of 

illy to be foreseen by the preponderat¬ 
ing ifi.ro of America in t--* financial arranges cuts 
so recently completed, an also in var os 

originating in "'ashington for the improvement of 
namini’trative methods, and so far, no doubt, the 
result i; likely to justify t o experiment. In any 
case the American Legation in Monrovia ia undoubtedly 
looke ■ upon at grtniont as tho icurco which inspires 
general policy, and to such an extent that tho average 
Liberian ii rat er ioc'in f to vie with suspicion n 
situation for which he was a" ’uredly no’, prepared by 
the American font is non which vi itod the country in 
fay 1909. 

fi flj Lib ri a 8# t SUSSl'Va". liaesalm 
ually hedged in. Thero is an Amerioan General Recei¬ 
ver of Gusto, n and Financial Adviser, without whose 
authority and concurrence the Treasury appears to bo 

powerless; American officers command the Liberian 

Frontier 


(lb) 


_ 










Pronti -r ^orco, whose mover -’cts iru inspired by the 

Military Atteohd to the American Legation who prao- 

» 

tio-'liy r!i(tohwp;TOi the functions of’ « .v'cr l Ty for 
Par; an American Boundary Commissioner is engaged in 
delimitation of t^oir frontier whilst, in tho 
future, an Ar.or can Director of Agriculture will 
arrive rho till Polities" subvert oil their 1inn- 
honwrod agricultural t -the n Far fror appreciat¬ 
ing ouch benefits an may result from the ministrations 
of these officials, Liberians are growing no -e and 
more downcast at the pas'ir - of an ol 1 order which 
(no matter how) wan one which yielded then something 
tangible at times, and at tho oi'tablishmont of now 
conditions which, however rich in the promises which 
the on has held out have yet, for some inscrutable 
roi son left than an individuals not one penny the 
richer. Tt is felt that nowadays noth inf' can be 
done except by the aid and good offices of the United 
States, and this is art irks ore fooling to a people 
who for ao long have coquetted with tho various Powers 
in turn. The pronpect of ti.o paynent of their 
foreign obligations; tho meinter nos of the integrity 
of their borders; the effective control of the tribas 
inland, and the development of tho interior’ to increase 
the volume of the national trade, all these things 
leave the Liberian absolutely cold 30 lorn: an he 
personally can eo no opportunity of making something 
for himself out of it all, Those who regard the 
position at 11 hsve already one to tho bitter con¬ 
clusion that they were far better off in tne good old 
days of the “Irlanger loan, when the f reign customs 
of icials both belonged to tho sane nationality, that 

of 
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of the Power to which they felt toey could always go 
with some hope of receiving practical aid. 

It ru t, however, bo fr-rhly confessed that so 
far os il i po miblo t o ;e* ti e American officials 
now it the 'lervico or' this republic have not boon 
carofu]t choren. The Goner! Receiver of Customs, 
is wh t I believe is c- lied in the United States a 
"college nan"* Very pi sant socially, he Is never¬ 
theless hopelessly incompetent, possesses a nervous, 
impatient manner, and has already found himself on 
coro than one occasion at an issue either with the 
Cabinet or his subordinate!. Tin' American officers 
choa n for the command of the Frontier Force aro, of 
course, more or loss u,on of colour. In one or two 
eases they have by no means fulfilled expectations —— 
ti e instance of ono who, for acts of the most cold- 
tlooped and liner rd on bio G&V6 iff abuse, was recently 
abruptly sent back to his country, being a lamentable 
cane in pout. If, therefore, America is sending of 
her i e t to carry out her Obligations in Liberia, I 
fear n very iriking ruccosu is not y-t to be ldokod 
for, 

II. Domestic Affairs• 

Pre ii! ?nt Daniel ?. Howard, as stated olaowhore. 
assumed effioe an the let Jenaar; , 11 U . Ho has 
hitherto endoavouro- , f think, to carry out his duties 
in n corncit ntiouf; manner. in widely popular, and 
much respected. f'r Harmon, tho Vioe-President 
resides at Grand Rasaa, and ia an amiable person un¬ 
possessed of anything appr . average intelligence, 

Hla election, indead, would be somewhat of a puzzle 

were 
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worn it not for the woll-hnovn methods wheroby, in 
thin countr , vot ;:i cm h ■ ir.’uinc d oil! or b out**- 
rirht purchase or other neons . Of tho ranifining 
members of the cabinet but two nnrit a passing word* 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr King, 
i; 5 r. ir.nn of cons; tier bio depth of char icter. Attor 
nay General in President Barclay's Cabinet* ho was 
found to bo tho only sinister oapable of taking charge 
of his presort portfolio, and although his piot is 
said to contain an what lurid pages, ho is neverthe¬ 
less vell-dirposod towards Groat Britain, and I have 
alt’.y’oun bin anxious to assist no. Tho Secretary 

of the Treasury* 'r Morris,i.; also r n of consider- 

• % 

able intelllge too, and is doint his best, aided therot 
by the wo11-noant if randonly-directed suggestions 
of the Ac orlean Financial At la r, to reduce the chaos 
of hi.; at present hopeless depart; ent into something 
dimly reset tling tho ru ii ents of order* I do not 
think, in the present ayaten of aurveillnnoe. that 
opportunity will b r * afforded bin of scing so woll for 
hiBCt If as his predecessor i: raid to have dono, and 
no doubt his mind turns at tiw 3 somewhat wistfully 
to the days of tho old rd/irce. Those throe non, then 
possess the brains of tho Bxecutivo — the President 
completing the number — and all are perfectly 
friendly and well-disposed both towards this Consulate 
General and towards the Government it represents. 
Finance* Tho revenues for the year ended 30th 
Roptorlwr, 101 fron 11 sourcen wore as ''ol’rowa: 

Customs 
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Customs 

Head-money 


Rubber Tax 

Post: 1 r -j • ipts 
fntorrial Rev-- no 



$ 534,084*61 


c 4 uiv iont to x.lll, M7, tii l.icro. ..o of 16-' ov->r the 
revalues for t o preceding .o r. The President, in 
his • esoarre to tie Lo<;i 1 tar nt the o.id of the year, 
ore* at ‘ iit ion >o t o steady increases hiring the past 
6 years, a result *hich ho nttrioutod largely to the 
admirable organization and supervision of the British 
Inspectors. 

I am unfortunately unable to quote tho figures 
contained in t r Annual Appropriation Bill for 1012 
which, for son# reason of which I am unawnro #a3 not 
publis od; but apparently the Reoeivi-rship is quite 
minified with the incor,e for that year as wall as 
with the prospects held out for 1913. 

In February ifc &p a circular was issued hy the 
iit -nr i r : ■* .. : ./ ■ v:-ti *':•> lity 

holding claims against the Government for which inter¬ 
nal debt certificates had Laen ismed, stating the 
conditioni of jo tlo;:.i nt which, in consultation with 
the t ankers fi tanciru; the loan, h id i ■' n decided upon 
an fair ones. It, i, b» licVet; that trie to'al amount 
pr such int»rnnl debt may be placed at about 
5687,000, or £122,000, but, apparently, tho loros of 
sottloLont offered prove unacceptable to tho greater 
number of the certificate hold**)*... nally, in the 
early month ? m l; l ’, the value of about 

£10,00i were extin, i rod in the proportion shown 


below 
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below. 


De^orivtion 


Pore ml ft of vilue oaid 
in cash. 


Auc *’ Bills *- 
Treasury Drafts 


Doreatio PA Tondn. 



Treasury Cheques ‘ - - 50£ 

These pr.yr.ents waro rad ; by tr.e ink o*’ Briti ih 
eat Africa which, up to t a resent, ha3 disbursed 
in the sett!erne-t, as stated above, about £10,000, 

All tho p-y; ants w ;re da: indad in gold, and in no 
case ould any of the payees bs irv uee: to bank 
the amounts trmy riceivbd, or leave t-'.om on deposit 
at interest, Thn money van taken y to be hidden 
and, no doubt in roue oases, lost. 

It in, of course, far too early as yet to hazard 
any remarks relative to trr result of tne loan of 
1912 an a whole. There can be o doubt Vat, taking 
into consideration the large proportion of the money 
vhicn, after payment of the coat of flotation, was 
devote to the extinction of xtornal ns well an of 
internal debt, but a snail balance remained for local 
application, whil t the absorpti n by tse internation 
al Customs Receivership of in Osuing revenue has 
created a itu tion of too no t e.ibi.rr asking financial 
strain, but little margin being left over to meet the 
cost of adr,ilnlstretion, This, no doubt, was to have 
been easily foreseen, but to make matters worse, the 
year If* 1.1 opened noi e*hst r ly, custor.s revenue 
for tho . v.rch quarter showing an unacc untable and 
disquieting f^llin off of some .'34,700, or £7,200* 
Thin is locne ipori, however, as explicable by the 
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la iy;*.* ptoe )<3 cirr ied dur i n£ th j t t ir iod , nnd thor & 
Appear rlro-idv to bo in ic tio s that the Juno cuifirtor 
return till sho* a sHrf ctory if still somewhat sub¬ 
normal result, Stated briefly it i3 thought that 
althou/lh at the present tire the unavoidable pinch 
produce’ by straitened moans nay be uncomfortably 
felt, o-ioh month should no* afford a gradual rel'x- 
ation until tie affairs of t country reach a atead- 
ior .juilil riut — a eo . itioi o:’ tritvc which 
Libe i j rmat fill it It to imagine. 

Proceedingfl of the Legislature. The second Session 
oi* the thirty-second Legislature was opened on the 
12th Deo i r, 1 3 , and . ijourno on the 25th of the 
follo«iag month. 

Of the thirty-two me res laid before the assem¬ 
bly scarcoly o;»c c 11.- “or content, the whole of them 
l>- i : v almo.it exclusively co n.vctud with domestic 
.. ittera in no w; y off'sating the interests of the 
foreigner. 

It r . , hovevor, h. '* r t ?r to r.ontion that 
a Resolution passed on the •■ ■ ■ • 1 1 placed 

the Liberian gunkoat "Lari'" at the disposal, and to 
all intents and purposes in the c • 1 of the Receiver 

• ship of Customs to servo as a *" trol Guard at Sea," 

if r ;:rir , by the Rofun i J oar. Arr<~-aent, together 
with such personnel as mi? 1 ’ 1 deemed adequate. 

Since the date of thi.i Resolution, however, the 
eontr ct undx winch tno Priti h cont ender of t^e 
gun! > it 3 -jH" • h re has expir. , and he has returned 

• - h:, } , ■ * •* , 1 im. ' • * in, porr inontly 

laid up. 

Proper tior.surfii have he r promised to this 
Con in late General for the csro of the main armament 
ami! . r, , ii.ii.- vl;i-: . it :11 bo rn -xil'ered 

are 
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are the property « is Majesty's Government, pending 

Instruction' on to hot th y oul bo disported of, 

* 

III. Gonerel 

?! a year 1 1. ho3 t>o ono of much native utirost 
tioat o:' which ii olonrlj, duo to the iniquitous con¬ 
duct of the Liberv-r' officer • am? civil officials 
entrust©-' wit? tuo v. mini -tr tier, of up-country 
districts. In no e oases these districts which 
are confided to the suporintendonc-; of utterly un¬ 
qualified and unsuitable p r ona are of great size, 
supporting v >ry l rgo native populntions for whose 
onlightonrent nd civilisation nothin-; whatsoever 
ha3 boon or-- in the ps't. "I • i ntrative 

officials — known as *f 11 — on taking 

* 

over - sir ronponrll ilition 'n -oi » t > eh ole of their 
energion rot ■ o oon;iitor iLio .i of the improvement of 
t ’ country and it. ; ab riganas, but to the question 
of how much th y can make out of them by the most 
abominable and aeandalou ueai ■. Thus it arises 
t the interior of tho country produces, to all 
intents -vnl purposes no revenue worth mentioning, 
the days of th I.iborian t 0caals8iooerf* bning spent 
in robbery nci slave dolling, n id his rights in 
orgies of tho meat revolting forms of mtural and 
unnatural vice. ’’hi.- is a terrible picture perhaps, 
but the dim echoes which not seldom find their way 
from t! o far interior to th*. ebi-if town hint at 
scenes no appalling: a character that it is diffi¬ 
cult to believe t! at thi is, in ruth, tho twentieth 
century, 

Puo to t p foraeoing con it ions, and to the 

ineradicable 









ineradicable hatred of tho nrlive for the Liberian 
and for that undisciplined rabble of blood-thirsty 
cut-thror.tr. c lie thf Liberv n Frontior Force, p nee 
iiMn Vfi.o Republic is a state of things which does 
not dawn once a year. During ID 12 rising has succeed-1 
?’ ri - in "VM o' ^ o< ■ vV rity. Shculd then a I 
t ? : • nlacr i the vie ini t O' -or- or 1 >si in orient I 
c ntrea 3 U h « tb"t of r ivar r«~s or the basin of I 
the Cava 11a '’iver which are more <ST lea a occupied by I 
S!urop''"n t red or a. expo itione 're r.ent down and 
desultory fighting takes place without much in the 
woy of definite result. Attempts are raroly made i 
to f.rt in ouch with tho r„ opl.o and endeavour to 
arrive, by asc-- I oir grievances, at a J 

peaceful- settlement; the I i rian idea being to do I 
?pvch d ' •* an *•>! .ico it 1 err and to withdraw 
after scattering tlio enemy* It naturally follows, 
therefore, that the Oirotu ranees which gave rise to 
the outbreak rmr ining wiallevlated, disoontent and j 
disaffection -tow and ir.cre-:i*» until n point, is 

< Wto 

reached whereat arot conflagration takes place 
X • o -ae un’nti tfnot'ry termination,. 

Ti <'ovo tt were I to recap it- i 

ulate hore in detail the wariOUB tive ricings* and 
■wars*, with their inevil 1 aoconpanicents of blood¬ 
shed and excess which l'~ in 1 ih ria* 

t V ’ co it.’-'-' of t in- • ?-• jeh : '»'t have 

>-nn going on end on for runy years, ^nd o e's mind 
lo -'S it -If in tl.e droedf”! co ilderation of all the 
hurum li '>rd -vV nt ti r » u ofuln • m rusted end thrown 
away in thee? unnecessary struggles with their fruit- j 
less ending-3. 

Another natter connects-' with the native life of 

this 


( 23 ) 














this Republic ia the virtual nilo of tho natives by 
the Government,. By tho payment of a small sun *— 
about Ch, I understand —- for a lioencj, any person 
irhociaoovor, D&tiva or foreigner, may acquire tho right 
to “recruit* native labourer:- lor u.y place to which 
dosiro to thorn* Such agents are now, 
anc, havo hewn for .;e ira pa.it, ungagec in collecting 
and a«mcing ticae unfortunates out of t o country by 
tho m-ny otear r pi log along the »est African coast 
to tf > Spanish to smiir in the ulf of Guinea,and 
the Port; Islands of San Thotad and Principe, as 

doubtless elsewhere, ir each labourer landed at 
t- 0 places named, the licensee r on delivery 

at de -tin itir.n t:te ;:u:. of £6, a scale or* reruneration 
which renders the traffic a auffici:- tly lucrative 
one to have itirncted men to it from other occupations* 
At Sinoe, on tho Liberian coast* one of t>eso men (a 
European) shipped during 1912, it is arid, upwards of 
two thousand natives, ho formalities apposr to bo 
observed before they aro or.fc riel, tho Government in 
no fay concerning it-self with oon.uder:* tiers of either 

4 . 

welfare, repatriation, or anything else beyond the 
fifteen .killings th-»y roc iv« *hoil- onoy! 

There ca i bo no ouot, moreover, that t oao 
exported natives are seldom if ever conscious of their 
real destination. It happens occasionally, t-seever, 
that a ship-master possessed of oert>in dimly-exper- 
v need scruples passes along these coasts. Prom 
such an on« it win r*c< ntly ascertained that he hod 
refused to convey a gang of 400 native labourers 
from Sinoo to Fernando Po for a well mown "recruiter* 

the 
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9 the condition th t he raid fuls- 1 i fora 

thorn that th«»y woulu t o lam. ni i Briti h ports on 
the Gold Coast and in Kitcoria. 

It *ouiu perhaps bu i icuK to say w,-.ich fate 
were tha worse, to ro&ain in thoir hoc:es in Liboria 
or to subr it to starvation • nd the lash in Fernando 
Po. 
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British Con •• 1 to c«- or 1, 
o-o-'i , Gl.r ; : ay, 1*1 . 


In continuation o ty despatch ; 'o.lb of t’ao 
February last, and in eowpli ce *ith t. e in- 
ntr c'ion- cont inoJ in year -r-’ply t -<reto ^>.17, 
of the t ! ’5nroli ( c‘Alj 1 ), I hav« t o h nour to 
inform you t at accor in> to reliable intelligence 
r - i • -v *t ro o c we O 'pt iin A.A.Prowno, the 

mi .r 1. • llepe atrof it 103 co- iMe in t 0 
interior o t. 0 Bnaaa County of t Liberian l ’eymb- 
j.'io, : ,h ui. t r-bject p y baioatch a- ove 
tat yrto to, h“ ; i en relieve, of hi --orr awl t y 

order of Prosit jr.t Ho» rc!» is ent in t e 

' / 

rervice • t • I.i erian frontier force has boon 
r tlj it-,. • u: • nt lack to 

t' o ’.tnit t«to9» I learn that he exiled from 
’orrevia on t e !7th ultirio. 

have the Honour to be 

* 

.th the hi, :ra t r ■ ’pect. 

Sir, 

. our rout 0.- 1 t, 

hui nl' servant. 


OfHcT. 'u-’W. 




PriTiciT' 1 

of intale for 

r* A • - ‘ i y* <t 

















COPY 



110.18, 
Africa. 


"’rill a h. f or s i j 1 n t a Con oral, 

onrovin, 7th 'arch, V’13. 


$50,000 
£ 10,400 


ir 

"ith rrr>"ene to r.y enpatches os. ’ 10 . and 94 
of the 29t and 31st Deco bor last reporting tho 
action taVen by tho Gorman Gov irnront in relation 
to tho 'linoc loaiaa by trad are o^ that nationality 
in too River Coes district of Liberia due to native 
diitnrb incoa, I have the honour to inform you that 
the position of affairs is now somewhat as follows: 

Cl ir-3 amount inp; to about Fifty thousand dollars 
or "an thousand, four hundred odd pounds havo, it is 
understood, bom filed, and a cor mil ?ion to enquire 
into them is in course of formation. In this con¬ 
nection, ’then I requested in my despatch No,94 above 
referred to t‘ t I nifht be informed as to whether 
the Foroig” Office would be pr pared to .sanction pro¬ 
posals if made th^t I should act as a commissioner to 
enquire into the - a clave, T thought r had stated 
that I had l oon ap prosched. by 11 - representatives of 
both »ha German and I.ib»ri n Govornr to on the ob¬ 
ject, otherwise, of course, I iho- 1 1 not have brought 
the flatter before you. In any case I shall not now 
be called upon in t e matter, the German Government 
havini: d cidod that it will bo pr fersble to apooint 

a 


His Majesty's Principal 

Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affaire, 

The ForsiKn Of ice, LONDON, 
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commis *ioo composed exclu'iv-ly of non-official 
members. 

The atlotpta which tic Ger: an Govornmont have 
nndo for some lino pa.-t to coerce the Liberian Govorn- 
nont into fixing a date for t o payment ot th a ount 
to bo fixed by the connijcion have been very detor- 
rimv. Thoi la.it effort in thin direction was a 
proposal that on presentation of the award* a percent¬ 
age of tho customs revenue should ho 30t aside quar- 
t*rly and an an in talment until the ontiro dobt was 
thus discharged. 

Growing at l«n.rth oot.owh t uneasy lout the Libor- 
ian Government should alloe itself to bo over-porauad- 
<k}, and that as a result no funds should be available 
for the payment of the Attia and otter British claims, 

I ddressed a note to the State Department on the 
28th ultimo in which I drew the atto tion of tho 
Libori n Government to the priority of t' > British 
outstandings, and pointed out tr t T could not con¬ 
template with satisfaction any undertalintfs prejudi¬ 
cial thereto into which the Liboriin Government 
might enter in respect of oliin subsequently presented 
I received in reply most satisfactory asouranoes that 
nothing of the kind wool be ono. 

The German gunboat 'Panther* continual to make 
Monrovia her headquarters, tut wit t e recognition 
by tho Liberian Cov rnment of the do ands which tho 
German for ulnto has unde, tho questions which in 

January 
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J-inimry atafranad so nuch excite a. ocul r : lion tovo i 

no* eato to ho ropardad a U ocl »ith unconcern. 

J Lavo tho horour to ha. 
ith the hiphoot r apect. 

3 ir, 

Your o:t oho jant, 

hurbla s 't-vinl, 























* 

?rili 3 h Cor :iulr te Com r 1, 

Afrioa, Monrovia, 08th February, 191 , 


Sir;- 

I conoeive it to bo my duty to place In your 
hands the accompanying extracts from a 1 tier which 
has boon adurngspd to i o by a ! f r Chetwynd PipoU ( 
a:’ nj: >t t in the southern portion of tho Republic of 

tt. 

Liberia of the Liberian Rubber Corporation, Limited* 

7'r Pinott, when I have aeon on several occasions 
lately, has riven me further facts illustrative of 
the amazing oppression and cruelty practised by 
this Cnptain Browne, whom I havo discover'd to be 
an American officer of colour lent to the Liberian 
Government for the purpose of remodelling the 

# rontiar re’. 

Since Ve date which Kr Pi^ot.t 's letter bears 
I an informed tnat toget or with r ’ yrinr, hm man¬ 
aging director, and V.r Taylor, t o Corpmy'n a-:ont 
here, he has had another interview on the subject 
of the barbarities described with the President of 
t.io Republic, who •'ppe -.ro greatly shocked and 
troubled at the cro dful recital, ami stated he 
would at onoo take measures to recall Caotain Browno, 
who would be ordered to account for the normitiea 
he had committed. 


Hia ? ajenty n Prirci^rl 
S iorot'iry of dteto “or 
PoreiCT Af ’-t 

'ho Foreign Of ico, LO! ('! » 
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I do not know, of covrrn, i*‘ these occurrences 
will bo made the grounds for the demand of componsa- 
Uo*- by the Liberinn Ruth or Corpora lion, bm I con¬ 
sider it desirable, in any ovont, to afford you 
sons furtVr in; ichl into t a dep'oriblc conditions 
r.f native life in t ■' r'r.otor portions of the Liber¬ 
ian F'opublie. 

With regard to Mr Pigott; I am assured both by 
his managing director and tne Company's agent in 
T'onrovin that he in ono of their oldest and most 
valued employ'd ", and o r e U’. on whose al^teronta 

can'i ’'nc' .-y a oly bo plr-cn . Th-; unfortunate 

po"i'ion ir that whereas b fore Captain Browne a 
arriv* 1 in the country all the inhabitant n of the 
Sections mentioned were most favourably disposed to¬ 
ward i ”r Pirott who& the peoplo h d known for many 
years, now they ro ~r him aa directly or tsd roctly 
ro porriblo or, o" rorh'tpr tho imt igator of the 
savage attacks to which thay hsv? been subjected, 
and he has "on wnrned, T bell *ve, Vot nhovld ho 
return he will be put to death by the torture* 

I h-’V th - :onour to bo, 
r ith tho highert r ipeot, 

Sir 

You" rot oho lent, 

huriblo servant, 











British Consul t; General. 
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Monrovia. 7tn February* lPld. 


Sir:- 

I have the honour to report that information 
han r ao: ed Monrovia of a serious outbreak al ong 
the Kroo tribe at ROC* CCRC, 10 miles to the south 
of RIVKR CRSS* where it will be remembered recent 
nati/o unrest gave occasion for the rtpeatei visits 
( o' the er- an gunboats *L. : R* and *PAMTH;Rt 

It appears tnat in October last tr.e Kroo people* 
who « 1 i mom to be on a receive nd warlike race, 

produci much loc ;1 uneasiness by deranding of the 
Liberian District Cor■ is ioner for Rivor Cans tno 
roleaso of certain prisoners accusei of a caso of 

• homicide committed thro., of a notorious 

native socr it society cal lei the *MSGF- *• to whoso 
proceedings in the puit tne deaths of many persons — 
Liberian and native alike — have oosn ascribed* 

* This demand tas naturally refused* and a parley in¬ 
vito . by tiie Cor " is t ioner. at which the Kroos not 
only renewed it. but took advantage of the opportun¬ 
ity of do n linr the revocation of an obnoxious law 
prohibiting the sale of gunpowder, 

On a roport of tiese facts reaching tno capital 
a detaohment of tho Liberian Front! r Force about hO 

•trong 


His Majesty e Principal 
Secret rrv of 'itata fot 
Foreign Affairs* 
The Porein Of ice, 


lo:;doh. 
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strong mb snnt iown to intain orler * 50 more 

* 

being drafted to River Ce3s about tne end of Deoem- 
tor. After somo desultory fighting * without mush 
in the jw of result, mat'era resume; in the district 
t iir normal aspect. 

Thereafter * it woi.3. seen, d uutlocc ;uo to much 
orcoding over the refusal of tne authorities to 
aocode to what they eviuentiy ro ar isd as legitimate 
demands, great discontent was awakened in the Kroo 
countrv, whicn oulninate. on tno 27tu ultimo in an 
itt ,ck by ther up^n toe Government troops* in which 
of tho latter eight wore killed and five wounded 
and the frontier force, running short of armunition* 
was forced to retire. 

Captain FuggS. commanding tn< Liberian gunboat 
•LAWK", informs me tnat ho received an urgent massage 
for assistance* ani proceeded witnout delay to tiie 
scene of the fighting. He at once irmei three 
ship's boats with machine guns* and deapatcho; thorn 
to the hole of tno Libori n troops, which he descri¬ 
bes as being in a critic ;1 position* Finally, 
under fir ' of tno china guns, the Kroos retired* 
having* it is said, lost a lar a mrbor of on in 
tn.e course of tne encounter* Captain Bug? 6 receiv¬ 
ed the wounded on board and left for Monrovia to 
outuin reinforcements ana ammunition, arriving on 
the 30th ulti o having . «n compelled through want 
of coal to tear down and consume in his furnaces 
alno>t all the available woodwork on the vessel. 

Ho further information nas be* n r "■ ived, 

but 








but tno position™ at Hock Oes:: a d River Jess are 
re ardod a™ rore or lees critical in vie.? of the 
great fighting strength of tho Kroon t und tie en¬ 
courage- ant ehici: the events deaoribed vill probab¬ 
ly afford them to tako fu;thor stepa of a warlike 
character. 

I conclude that if tiio unre.it shoul. booene 
genertli it voul, react soseshat prejudicially ujon 
the supply of tn. considerable nuctoers of Kroomon 
constant l^/by British shipping on these coasts; but 
this is o result si.ich aould h rdly manifest itsof 
f r sore tine to coiric. 

I have the honour to be* 

”ith the highest re: et. 

Sir* 

Your m>st oi>ediant» 


hu bio servant» 
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British Consulate General. 

Monrovia. Slat January. lf»13• 


Sir:- 


I have the honour t acknowledge tue rooeiit 


of your leapatch Ho.2, (C^b/13) of the Idtn inst¬ 


ant. r ?lativr to instructions 4uch you for* rded 


to ry predecessor in October last to obtain and 


tr.-mst* it t you a verbatim report of tne trial of 


Colonel Lomax ana Commissioner Cooper. 


I believe unsuccessful efforts have boon made 
iv Mr Parke to secure such a document. 


*<* 


Thu Secretary of State informs me. hoa -vor. 


that as thore are no short-h r.d eritors in this 


country, verbatim rep rts of trials are unobtain* 


able, brief rSsumSs only being preserved. I have 


ascertained from another source today that on the 


trial of theno two on his Sxoellenoy the Presi¬ 


dent secured tne eervioes of the short- 


wri tor 


fie r '£;j • ~ ty*3 rrincii il 
Secret 


ecretary of sLte for 
Foreign Affairs. 
Tno Foreign Office. LONDON• 
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n 

/ 
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W iter to tho Unit u St. 13;i Loc at ion who tool, a 
note fop hie Bxoollency's private use. Unfort¬ 
unately tivj i*re-5iiont is at proaunt laid up with 
f sv®r, but it i t r.y intention* us noon as an 
opportunity nay oouur. to raquaut hist to allow 
■a to uke a oopy of this docunent* wiiioh I will 

then f orw, ri t you. 

1 hav j i the honour to bo* 
iitn tuu highest roujuut, 
fir. 

y ur tost o, u lout* 

W 

hur.blu servant* 
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